Copper powder is directly oxidised to Cu2+ by lead tetra-acetate in a non-aqueous medium (CH, Lead tetra-acetate is a very efficient oxidant for organic substrates. It has been also used for the oxidation of inorganic species from their lower oxidation states to relatively higher oxidation states,' e.g. Co" to Co"', Mn" to Mn"', and Ce"' to CeIv. However, there is no report of the oxidation of a metal by Pb(OzCMe)4. We report here, for the first time, the oxidation of metallic copper by Pb(O,CMe), to Cu2+, achieved by the reaction of copper powder and the oxidant in a non-aqueous medium (CH2C12). The Cuz+ was isolated in the solid state as [(Cu(02CMe),L},] (L = pyridine, 2-, 3-, or 4-methylpyridine) or as [Cu(02CMe),(bipy)] (bipy = 2,2'-bipyridyl) by performing the oxidation reactions in the presence of the corresponding amines.
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Experimental
The chemicals used were all reagent grade products. Spectroscopic grade copper powder was used. The solvents were purified and dried by standard procedures.2 Lead tetra-acetate was prepared by the literature m e t h~d .~ The oxidation state of copper in each of the compounds was estimated by the reduction of a known amount of the compound with acidified potassium iodide solution followed by estimation of the liberated iodine in the solution.
Reactions of Copper Powder with Lead Tetra-acetate in the Presence of Pyridine, 2-, 3-, or 4-Methylpyridine or 2,2'-BipyridyZ.-Since the conditions for the reactions of copper with lead tetra-acetate in the presence of various amines were similar only a representative procedure is described.
A suspension of copper powder in dichloromethane (ca. 50 cm3 per 0.5 g Cu) was placed in a dry round-bottomed flask fitted with a reflux condenser. The amine and lead tetraacetate were added, maintaining the molar ratio of Cu : L : Pb(02CMe), at 1 : 6 : 1.1 (L = pyridine or methylpyridine) and Cu : bipy : Pb(02CMe)4 at 1 : 1 : 1. The specific amounts (g) of the reactants used, reaction times, and percentage conversion of metallic copper into Cu2 + are set out in Table 1 , while the analytical data, estimated oxidation state of copper, and magnetic moment are given in Table 2 . 
